901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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10 - pen now thy gates of beau-ty; Zi - on, let me
2 Gra - cious God, I come be - fore Thee; Come Thou al - so
3 Here Thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed; Here Thy seed is
4 Thou my faith in - crease and quick-en; Let me keep Thy
5 Speak, O God, and I  will hear Thee; Let Thy will be
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en - ter there, Where my soul in joy - ful du - ty
un - to me. Where we find Thee and a - dore Thee,
du - ly sown. Let my soul, where it is  plant - ed,
gift di - vine, How - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick - en;
done in - deed. May I un - dis - turbed draw near Thee
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Waits for Him who an - SWers prayer. Oh, how bless -ed
There a heav’n on earth must be. To my heart, O
Bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone, So that all I
May Thy Word still o’er me shine As my guid - ing
While Thou dost Thy peo - ple feed. Here of life the
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is this  place, Filled with sol - ace, light, and grace!
en - ter Thou; Let it be Thy tem - ple now!
hear may be Fruit - ful un - to life in me.
star through life, As my com - fort in all strife.
foun - tain  flows; Here is balm for all our woes.

Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Please stand as you are able. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P In the name of the Father and of the -1~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 151
P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 151

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151
P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the »}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Sharing the Peace
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

o)
[ 1
Hey?—— F— I
L :)V S LS|

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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(PLet us pray.
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may so hear
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.
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men.

Please be seated.

Verse of the Month
(P) Our service continues as we speak our Verse of the Month from Genesis, chapter three, verse fifteen.
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall
bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel. Genesis 3:15



Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24
?2Thus says the Lord Gob: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and will set it out. I will break
off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and | myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 0n the
mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And
under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest. 2*And all the trees of the
field shall know that | am the LORD; | bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and
make the dry tree flourish. | am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalmody
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Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat
of scoffers;

but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.

He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that
he does, he prospers.

The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;

for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. Glory be to the Father
and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:1-17

"We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens. ?For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, %if indeed by
putting it on we may not be found naked. “For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we
would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. *He who
has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

®So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, "for
we walk by faith, not by sight. ®Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. °So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. *°For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good
or evil.

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and | hope it is
known also to your conscience. **We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about
us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart.
BFor if we are beside ourselves, it is for God:; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. **For the love of Christ controls
us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; **and he died for all, that those
who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

'®From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according
to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. *'Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come.

(AJThis is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-1le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.



Holy Gospel

Mark 4:26-34
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter.
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Glo -ry to Youy, O Lord.

%[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. ?’He sleeps and rises night and
day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. ?*The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then
the full grain in the ear. *But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”

%0And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? *!It is like a
grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, **yet when it is sown it
grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make
nests in its shade.”

3With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. **He did not speak to them
without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
o) | N
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated.
Sermon

705 The Man Is Ever Blessed
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1 The man is ev - er blessed Who shunsthe sin-ners’ ways, A -
2 Butmakes the Law of God His stud-y and de - light A -
3 He like a tree shall thrive, With wa-ters near the root; Fresh
4 Not so the wick-ed race, They no suchbless-ings find; Their
) 4 . .
A | . —1— | — I I ———
a2 —r—
mong their coun-sels nev - er stands, Nor takes the scorn-ers’ place,
mid the la - bors of the day And watch-es of the night.
as the leaf his name shall live, His works are heav’'n-ly fruit.
hopes shall flee like emp - ty chaff Be - fore the driv-ing wind.
5  How will they bear to stand 6 He knows and He approves
Before the judgment seat The way the righteous go;
Where all the saints at Christ’s right hand But sinners and their works shall meet
In full assembly meet? A dreadful overthrow.

Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand as you are able.



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

maker of heaven and earth.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

Prayer of the

Please be seated.

Service

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.

Church

of the Sacrament

Please stand as you are able.

Preface
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he Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

It is right to give Him thanks

LSB 160



Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 161
(P) Itistruly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
g | |\ ‘I | I [ [ N |
[ 7]
H— T e A e o o7 S — = — |
Y — I |4 — | [
comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My - body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *}+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

(P] As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

(P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your
kingdom and teach us to pray:



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163
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(P The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
o)
A - men.
Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Please be seated.
Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive,
saying:

Left Column LSB 164
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.



631 Here, O My Lord, | See Thee Face to Face (Vocalist will sing the odd stanzas)
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1 Here, (0] my Lord, 1 see Thee face to face;

2 Here would I feed up - on the bread of God,

3 This is the hour of ban - quet and of song;

4 1 have no help but Thine; nor do I need
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Here would I touch and han - dle  things un - seen;
Here drink with Thee  the roy - al wine of heav’n;
This is the heav’n - ly ta - ble spread for me;
An - oth - er arm but Thine to lean up - on.
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Here grasp with  firm - er hand thee - ter - nal grace,
Here would I lay a - side each earth-ly load,
Here let me  feast and, feast - ing, still  pro - long
It is e - nough, my Lord, e - nough in - deed;
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And all my wea - ri - ness up - on Thee lean.
Here taste a - fresh the <calm  of sin for - giv’'n.
The brief bright hour of fel - low - ship with Thee.
My strength is in Thy might, Thy might a - lone.

5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness;

Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;

Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:
Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my G

6 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;

7 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,

od. The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love

The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;

The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here;
Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun.

Text and tune: Public domain

720 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight
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1 We walk by faith and not by sight, No
2 We may not touch His hands and side, Nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; And
4 For You, O res - ur - rect - ed Lord, Are
5 Lord, when our life of faith 1is done, In
oy f  pe— , , ,
[ #TT I { il | | | | ]
[NV =‘ | || | | | | | ]
.) ' |  — o ——
gra - cious words we  hear From Him who spoke  as
fol - low where He trod; But in His prom - ise
may our faith a - bound To call on You when
found in means di - vine: Be - neath the wa - ter
realms of clear - er  light We may be-hold You
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none e’er spoke, But we be - lieve Him near.
we re - joice And cry “My Lord and God!”
You are near And seek where You are  found.
and the Word, Be - neath the bread and  wine.
as You are, With full and end - less sight.

Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no
Text: Public domain
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Please stand as you are able. In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal

(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.
Depart I+ in peace.

Amen.
Thank the Lord LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-"ry-one what He has done.
o) | | .

with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your
Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His
coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has
no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Benediction LSB 166
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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A - men.

Please be seated.



500 Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid
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1 Cre - a - tor Spir - it, by whose aid The world’s foun - da - tions
2 O Source of un -cre - at - ed lightt The bear - er of God’s
3 Giv - er  of grace, de-scend from high; Your sev’'n - fold gifts to

A4 Im - mor - tal hon - or, end - less fame At - tend the al-might-y
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first were laid, Come, vis - it ev - ry hum-ble mind; Come,
gra - cious might, Thrice - ho - ly fount, thrice - ho - ly fire, Our
us sup - ply; Help wus e - ter - nal truths re - ceive And
Fa - ther’s name; The Sav-ior - Son Dbe glo - ri - fied, Who
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pour Your joys on  hu- man-kind; From sin and sor - row
hearts with heav’'n-ly love in - spire; Your sa - cred, heal - ing
prac - tice all that we be - lieve; Give us Your-self that
for all hu - man - kind has died; To You, O Par - a-
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set us free; May we Your liv - ing tem - ples be.
mes-sage bring To sanc -ti - fy us as we sing.
we may see The glo -ry of the Trin - i -ty
clete, we raise Un - end - ing songs of thanks and praise.
Text and tune: Public domain
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